Eta-2 Actis Interceptor
Gold Edition
Final version of the Jedi Interceptor.
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Description:

The Jedi Interceptor is a next-generation light interceptor created for the Jedi Order. Based on the design of the older Delta-7 Jedi starfighter, the Eta-2 Interceptor is one of the lightest, agile and deadly ships of the age.

Kuat Systems Engineering created the Eta-2 Actis Interceptor following the success of their Delta-7 Aethersprite model. The new Jedi Interceptor is unveiled towards the end of the Clone Wars, and is even more compact than its tiny predecessor. Comprised of two forward prongs connected to an oval cockpit, the Jedi Interceptor features two radiator wings that bracket the expansive cockpit viewports. The fighter's compact size would make overheating a danger in flight, so these radiator wings, along with an extensive system of heat sinks and pumps, were fitted to ensure safety.

As with its predecessor, the Jedi Interceptor is too small to contain an integrated hyperdrive generator,and thus relies on an independent hyperdrive booster ring for faster-than-light travel. The Syliure-45 hyperspace ring has been adapted to work in conjunction with several Jedi starfighter models. The Jedi Interceptor also lacks shields, though the hyperdrive ring projects a deflector shield to protect against interstellar collisions during hypertravel. For sublight travel, the Actis Interceptor comes equipped with twin ion engines that can propel the ship at speeds in excess of 5,000G. Speedy and agile, the Jedi Interceptor can easily fly rings around enemy droid and tri-droid starfighters.

The Jedi Interceptor is not only about speed; the offensive weaponry of the Eta-2 is superior to the weapons of the Delta-7. Two large, dual laser cannons mounted on the inner edges of the forward prongs fire intense beams of energy, while two secondary ion cannons partially concealed on the outer hull prove effective in battle against droid fighters. Jedi Interceptors operate with a fully-functional astromech droid- as opposed to the integrated, truncated units adopted by Delta-7 pilots - for navigation and weapons targeting.

The Jedi pilots themselves, seated in the aft-mounted cockpit, wear flight headsets to communicate with squad-mates and command centres. Jedi shun the flight suits worn by clone pilots, prefering to lead a brave example of leading directly and without fear. Whatever the reasons, a single breech in the canopy or a forced ejection into space would result in immediate death for the exposed Jedi Knight. To further retain a sense of Jedi philosophy, the sigil of the Jedi Bendu is displayed on the hull, albeit in a reduced form.

Though introduced well before the assault on Coruscant, the Jedi Interceptor played a prominent role in the defence of the galactic capital during the Clone Wars. Upon hearing of the Separatist strike at Coruscant, Obi-Wan Kenobi and Anakin Skywalkerraced from the Outer Rim to join the battle.
Hyperdrive Ring Description
Though much of the Delta-7 Aethersprite's systems were developed in-house at Kuat Systems Engineering, the hyperspace transport ring was subcontracted out to TransGalMeg Industries Inc., a technological manufacturing concern in the Rayter sector. The end product is the Syluire-31 docking ring. The paired hyperdrive engines provide the Jedi starfighter  with the equivalent of class 1.0 performance with an operational range of 150,000 light years.

-- Behind the Scenes --
The design of the Eta-2 is derived from its Delta-7 prececessor and its in-universe successors, the TIE fighters (notably Vader's TIE Advanced and the TIE interceptor). The design also borrows elements from the Hasbro toy version of the Delta-7, which featured flip-open wings and hidden cannons and missile launchers.
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